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Welcome to the SEE Turtles Conservation Travel Catalog!

On our unique educational and volunteer trips, you will work with local 
researchers to study and protect sea turtles all around Latin America. By 
joining one of these trips, you will be directly supporting community-based 

conservation of endangered sea turtles by providing 
alternative income to poaching and generating funds 
to expand their efforts. Part of the profits from every 
trip will support turtle conservation through our Billion 
Baby Turtles initiative; we pledge to save at least 100 
hatchlings for every person that signs up.

We started SEE Turtles in 2008 to encourage travelers 
to visit turtle conservation projects where their visit 
will make a difference in efforts to protect these 
endangered creatures. To date, we have raised more 
than $700,000 for conservation and local communities, 
connected more than 1,000 travelers with conservation 
projects, and have saved more than 500,000 hatchlings 
through Billion Baby Turtles. In October 2014, we joined 
forces with The Oceanic Society to bring these trips 
to more people around the world and increase our 

support for conservation programs.    

Please join us on one of these action-packed conservation trips. We will meet 
and interact with the dedicated people working to protect their natural 
resources and learn much about the biology and threats facing sea turtles in 
this beautiful region.    

We hope to SEE you soon!
   

http://www.seeturtles.org
http://www.oceanicsociety.org
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SEE Turtles was launched in 
2008 as the world’s first effort 
to protect sea turtles through 
ecotourism. Our mission is 
to protect endangered 
turtles throughout Latin 
America and the world by 
supporting community-based 
conservation efforts through 
ecotourism, education, and 
fundraising through Billion 
Baby Turtles. We joined forces 
with the Oceanic Society in 
October, 2014.

Our mission is to protect 
endangered turtles 
throughout Latin America 
and the world by supporting 
community-based 
conservation efforts through 
ecotourism, education, and 
fundraising through Billion 
Baby Turtles.

About
CONSERVATION SUCCESS

Since our launch, we have 
helped save sea turtles in many 
different ways:

• We have generated more 
than $700,000 in benefits 
for turtle conservation and 
local communities through 
tours, donations, and in-kind 
services.

• Billion Baby Turtles has saved 
more than 500,000 turtle 
hatchlings at conservation 
projects across Latin America.

• More than 350 volunteers 
have completed more than 
4,000 work shifts at turtle 
projects.

• We have reached more than 
5,000 students across the US 
and Latin America with our 
educational programs.

Photo Credit: Hal Brindley



Conservation travel is any trip that directly benefits 
native endangered wildlife. The benefit can be 
monetary, such as donations to local organizations or 
spending that shows local communities that wildlife is 
valuable to protect. The benefit to endangered wildlife 
can also come in the form of volunteer help: protecting 
eggs on a sea turtle nesting beach or recording 
dolphin behavior.

SEE Turtles’ Criteria for Conservation Travel:

• Directly supports conservation: Tours generate 
funding for wildlife conservation programs and 
volunteer support.

• Educates travelers: Tours provide lasting learning 
opportunities about natural history, threats to 
species, and how to help endangered wildlife.

• Benefits local communities: Operators use locally-
owned businesses and guides in communities near 
wildlife hotspots.

• Reduces environmental impact: When possible, 
low-impact lodging is utilized and waste and 
carbon emissions are reduced.

Photo Credit: Paula Von Weller

About 
Conservation 
Travel



Turtle Threats
Worldwide, six of the seven sea turtle 
species are classified as threatened or 
endangered due to human activity. 

The biggest threats include:

• Entanglement in fishing gear
• Poaching and illegal trade of eggs, 

meat, and shells
• Coastal development
• Plastic and other marine debris
• Global warming
• Ocean pollution
 
Global Status:

The world’s seven sea turtle species are 
classified as follows according to the 
IUCN Red List of Threatened Species:

Kemp’s Ridleys: Critically Endangered
Hawksbills: Critically Endangered
Greens: Endangered
Loggerheads: Endangered
Olive Ridleys: Vulnerable
Leatherbacks: Vulnerable
Flatbacks: Insufficient Data

Click to Learn More
Photo Credit | Hal Brindley

http://www.seeturtles.org/1127/turtle-threats.html




Exploring 
Cuba’s Natural 

& Cultural 
Treasures

Click to Read the Full Story

Photo Credit: Hal Brindley

From the 
Turtle Blog

The large green turtle arrived 
to the beach as if on cue, just 
minutes after our group arrived 
to the main nesting beach 
in Guanahacabibes National 
Park, near  Cuba’s westernmost 
point.  We waiting anxiously 
for her to dig her body pit and 
start digging it’s nest, which is 
when we can approach without 
worry of scaring her off. Cuba’s 

http://blog.seethewild.org/wildblog/bid/342421/Volunteering-with-Sea-Turtles-in-Nicaragua-A-Dream-Come-True
http://www.seeturtles.org/turtle-blog/2015/7/15/exploring-cubas-natural-cultural-treasures
http://www.seethewild.org/wildhope-blog/2014/8/20/turtles-dolphins-and-scarlet-macaws
http://www.seeturtles.org/turtle-blog/turtles-dolphins-macaws


Enjoy a rejuvenating seaside 
vacation while assisting a conservation 
organization. As you camp and kayak 
along the coastline of Baja’s scenic 
Magdalena Bay, you will assist researchers 
from Grupo Tortuguero in a long-term study of 
green sea turtles and other species. Ecologists will 
bring you up to speed on research tasks, in addition 
to offering lessons on local culture, star gazing and 
native flora and fauna.

Belize Ocean  
Wildlife Expedition

Photos: Linda Searle/
EcoMar, Elbert Greer
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Trip Details
2016 Dates: June 18-24

Duration: 7 days

Price: $1,995 per person
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http://www.seethewild.org/541/14/baja-camping-turtles-magdalena-bay.html
http://www.seeturtles.org/belize-wildlife-research/
http://www.seeturtles.org/belize-wildlife-research/
http://www.seeturtles.org/baja-camping-turtles/
$$$/Dialog/Behaviors/GoToView/DefaultURL


Soak up the sun as you spend time 
with whales, sea turtles and other 
passionate conservationists on this trip to 
Baja’s scenic Magdalena Bay. For five days, 
you will explore a rich marine habitat as you 
assist with ongoing studies of gray whale and 
green sea turtle ecology. Guides will also help 
you get acclimated to the region’s culture, teach 
you about local flora and fauna, and even provide 
Spanish lessons.

Baja Whales and Turtles
Explore Beautiful Magdalena Bay & Support Conservation

Trip Details
2016 Dates: Jan 27 - 30

Feb 14 - 17, Feb 25 - 28,      

March 8 - 11 

Duration: 4 days

Price: $1,550 per person

Above: Friendly gray 
whale | Pro Peninsula; 
Right: Volunteers return 
a sea turtle to the ocean 
| Matt Humke; Large 
Image: Whale watching | 
Brandon Upchurch
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http://www.seethewild.org/541/13/baja-whales-turtles-magdalena-bay.html
http://www.seeturtles.org/baja-whales-turtles/


Help researchers study green and 
hawksbill turtles in the Golfo Dulce - both 
of which are endangered. Spend 5 days 
on the incredible Osa Peninsula catching 
and releasing turtles, restoring mangroves, and 
more. On the sea turtle research days, you will 
help set nets in key turtle spots. You will have the 
opportunity to help bring in the turtles, measure 
them, and perhaps even tag them.

Costa Rica Green Turtle
Research Expedition

Trip Details
2016 Dates:  April 23 - 30 &  
June 19 - 25 
(Private dates for groups of 2 or 
more available year-round)

Duration: 7 days

Price depends on group size:

2-3 people: $2,145 per person

4-5 people: $1,625 per person

6+ people: $1,445 per person

Above: Hal Brindley; 
Right: A sea turtle is 
returned to the water 
after being measured 
| James Richard; Large 
Image: Neil Osborne
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Click for

Full Itinerary

http://www.seethewild.org/541/13/baja-whales-turtles-magdalena-bay.html
http://www.seeturtles.org/costa-rica-green-turtle-research/


10
Maintain a respectful distance in 
the water and on nesting beaches.

Clear beaches and water of plastic 
and other litter, even if it’s not yours. 
Sea turtles often confuse plastic for 
food.

Females like their nesting beaches 
dark and quiet; avoid using flash 
photography, strong flashlight 
beams, fires, vehicles, and even 
light-colored clothing, and avoid 
making loud noises.

Hire local guides; they will know 
best where and how to spot turtles 
and to prevent causing them 
undue stress.

 Do not feed wildlife. It can make 
them ill and more vulnerable to 
humans.

When boating in the ocean, slow 
down when wildlife is present and 
avoid anchoring in sensitive coral 
reefs and seagrass beds.

Choose to eat local and sustainable 
food caught with environmentally friendly 
fishing gear - preferably troll or hook and 
line.

For the best experience, look to travel with 
a turtle conservation tour or volunteer with 
a turtle conservation project.

Reduce your carbon footprint while on 
vacation. Climate change affects ocean 
wildlife by altering their habitat and food 
sources.

Help save sea turtle hatchlings through 
Billion Baby Turtles.

Photo Credit: Hal Brindley

 1.
 2.
 3.

 4.
 5.
 6.

 7.
 8.
 9.

 10.

http://www.billionbabyturtles.org


Assist researchers in an ongoing 
turtle conservation project at a remote 
location in beautiful Costa Rica. By 
night, you will walk a turtle nesting beach 
in search of leatherbacks. During the day, 
you can take boat rides on rainforest canals 
to look for wildlife including sloths, monkeys, 
caiman, and more.

Costa Rica Leatherback Research
Participate in the Conservation of this Ancient Species

Trip Details
Duration: 7 days

2016 Dates: May 22 - 28 &      
June 19 - 25 
(Private dates available for 
groups of 2 or more)

Price depends on total group size: 

2-3 people: $1,550 per person; 

4-5 people: $1,275 per person;  

6+ people: $1,195 per person

Above: A volunteer 
shows off a moth. Right: 
Volunteers watch a 
nesting leatherback; 
Large Image: A baby 
leatherback crawls to 
the sea | Neil Osborne

C
o

st
a

 R
ic

a
PA

G
E 

11

http://www.seethewild.org/541/40/costa-rica-leatherback-turtles-volunteer-vacation.html
http://www.seeturtles.org/costa-rica-leatherback-turtle-volunteer-trip/
$$$/Dialog/Behaviors/GoToView/DefaultURL


Help researchers study green and 
hawksbill turtles in the Golfo Dulce. Help 
set nets in key turtle spots in the calm and 
beautiful Golfo Dulce (Sweet Gulf) and help 
them bring in the turtles, measure them, and 
perhaps even tag them. You will also assist with 
mangrove restoration, document dolphin and 
whale behavior, and more! This hands-on experience 
is geared towards families and small groups.

Costa Rica Ocean
Wildlife Expedition

Trip Details
2016 Dates: Aug 13 - 20
(Private groups of 2 or more 
also available year-round)

Duration: 8 days

Price depends on group size:

4-5 people: $1,995 per person

6+ people: $1,675 per person

Above: Hal Brindley; Right: 
Hal Brindley; Large Image: 
Bottlenose dolphin | CEIC
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Click for

Full Itinerary

http://www.seethewild.org/541/13/baja-whales-turtles-magdalena-bay.html
http://www.seeturtles.org/costa-rica-ocean-wildlife-expedition/


Join us for a unique exploration of 
Cuba led by SEE Turtles co-founder 
Brad Nahill! Travel to Guanahacabibes 
National Park, the island’s westernmost 
point to look for green sea turtles and swim 
crystal blue waters. You’ll meet local experts, 
enjoy Havana, and visit a small rural community 
on this once-in-a-lifetime trip.

Cuba Sea Turtle Adventure

Trip Details
2016 Dates: June 11 - 19

Duration: 9 Days

Price: $4,295 per person

Above: Sergio Romero 
Torras; Right: Hotel 
Nacional | Brad Nahill; 
Large Image: Brad Nahill 
| SEE Turtles

C
u

b
a

PA
G

E 
13

Click for

Full Itinerary

http://www.seethewild.org/541/13/baja-whales-turtles-magdalena-bay.html
http://www.seeturtles.org/cuba-turtle-adventure/


Did You Know? Top 10 Turtle Facts
 3.

 4.  5.  6.

 2.Sea turtles can vary in size 
from the relatively small 
Kemp’s ridley sea turtle (80-
100 pounds) to the enormous 
leatherback, which can weigh 
more than 1,000 pounds.

Sea turtles migrate long 
distances to feed, often 
crossing entire oceans. 
Some loggerheads nest in 
Japan and migrate to Baja 
California Sur, Mexico to 
forage, then back again!

Females nest every 2-5 years, and 
often multiple times in one year.

The temperature of a nest 
determines the gender of 
sea turtle hatchlings.

A temporary tooth on 
their snout, called a 
caruncle, helps baby sea 
turtles to hatch.

It was recently discovered 
that sea turtles 
communicate with each 
other before hatching, 
using chirps and other 
sounds to coordinate their 
run to the ocean.

 1.

Ph
o

to
 C

re
d

it:
 N

e
il 

O
sb

o
rn

e

 7. Leatherbacks can 
withstand temperatures 
as cold as 40 degrees 
F and are found as far 
south as Chile and as 
far north as Alaska.

Once out of the nest, hatchlings 
face many predators including 
ghost crabs, birds, and raccoons. 8. Hatchlings use sand 

temperature and light 
reflecting off the waves 
to figure out when and 
where to go towards the 
ocean.

 9.

 10. Sea turtles 
have been 
on Earth for 
100 million 
years and 
outlived the 
dinosaurs.



Spend a week volunteering with 
a sea turtle conservation project 
in the incredible Guanahacabibes 
National Park, along Cuba’s western 
coast. Work side by side with Cuban 
biologists to study and protect nests of green 
and loggerhead sea turtles. During the day, 
explore the park’s forests, reefs, and caves. 
This trip is a partnership between Cuba Marine 
Research & Conservation Program, Altruvistas, and 
SEE Turtles.

Cuba Sea Turtle Volunteer Expedition

Trip Details
2016 Dates: July 16 - 23
Duration: 8 days
Price: $2,995 per person

All photos courtesy of 
Eco Colors; Above: 
Divers with sea 
turtle; Right: Whale 
shark; Large Image: 
Swimming in cenote

C
u

b
a

PA
G

E 
16

http://www.seethewild.org/541/41/yucatan-sea_turtles-whale_sharks-mexico.html
http://www.seeturtles.org/cuba-turtle-volunteer
http://www.seeturtles.org/cuba-turtle-volunteer
http://www.seeturtles.org/whale-sharks-sea-turtles/


Join us for a unique volunteer vacation 
to a remote corner of Nicaragua. Spend 
a week in the small town of Padre Ramos, 
home to one of the most important hawksbill 
turtle nesting beaches in the America’s. You will 
work to help the critically endangered hawksbill 
sea turtle while exploring a beautiful mangrove 
estuary by foot, kayak, and horseback. 

Nicaragua Sea Turtle
Volunteer Expedition

Trip Details
2016 Date: Aug 6-13 

Duration: 8 days

Price: $1,195 per person

All photos by Brad Nahill | 
SEE Turtles
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http://www.seethewild.org/541/35/nicaragua-cloud-forests-reefs-turtles-ometepe.html
http://www.seeturtles.org/nicaragua-sea-turtle-volunteer-trip/
$$$/Dialog/Behaviors/GoToView/DefaultURL


SEE Turtles joined forces with Oceanic Society in 2014 to bring ocean 
conservation trips to more people around the world and increase our support 
for conservation programs. Since 1969, Oceanic Society has been inspiring 
and empowering people worldwide to take part in building a healthy future 
for the world’s oceans. We have guided tens of thousands of travelers on 
life-changing journeys to explore the natural world. The mission is to conserve 
marine wildlife and habitats by deepening the connections between 
people and nature through research, community engagement, and first-
hand experience. We pursue our mission through directed investments in 
conservation, applied marine research, and innovative travel programs.

  
ULITHI ATOLL COMMUNITY CONSERVATION PROGRAM

Participants will have the opportunity to meet with 
community members and learn about their work, 
as well as to accompany scientists to study sites 
to collect data on coral reefs and sea turtles. As a 
volunteer on this program, you will be trained in data 
collection methods, and will learn how research 
findings are translated into management action 
guidelines. In this hands-on volunteer program, you 
will accompany researchers to patrol the beaches 
at night and in the early morning to assess sea turtle 
nesting activity. 

2016 Prices & Dates: TBD

Photo Credit: Nicole Duplai

Oceanic Society Trips

www.OceanicSociety.org 

http://www.oceanicsociety.org
http://www.oceanicsociety.org


Oceanic Society Trips

Photo Credits: Top: 
Oceanic Society; 
Below: Katherina 

Audley

Florida Manatees & 
Endangered Habitats

Snorkel alongside large 
congregations of Florida’s 
endangered manatees, in the 
crystal clear springs that they 

Price: $1,395 pp

Dates: TBD

Duration: 8 days

rely on in the winter months. Afternoons and 
additional days will include exploring the 
grounds of Espedeco tree farm and naturalist 
guided canoeing or airboat excursions. 
This program is designed to integrate the 
experience of viewing manatees in the wild 
with opportunities to learn about how that ability 
is dependent on the preservation of the native 
ecology of the region. outside.

Whales of Guerrero Research Project

Oceanic Society invites you to beautiful Barra de Potosí, Mexico located on Bahia 
de Petatlan just south of Zihuatanejo. As a participant on this expedition you will have 
the chance to help scientists better understand this important whale population 
by working in the field as a citizen scientist with the Whales of Guerrero Research 
Project. You will work alongside American and Mexican scientists and local fishermen 
to spot, identify, and make scientific observations of humpback whales and any of 
four species of dolphins found in the area. We also frequently observe olive ridley sea 
turtles, manta rays, and countless other noteworthy marine species.

Price: $2,550 pp       Dates: Feb 2016       Duration: 8 days



Billion Baby Turtles | $1 saves 1 hatchling

Help Lead One to the Sea
Six out of seven of the world’s sea turtle species are endangered or threatened. 
To reverse this decline, SEE Turtles is launching a new initiative: Billion Baby 
Turtles. With the goal of saving one billion baby turtles around the world over 
the next decade, we are collecting donations from wildlife enthusiasts like you. 

For every dollar that we raise, we can save one turtle hatchling through our 
partner organizations. 100% of proceeds go directly to turtle conservation. 

With just $1, you can make a difference.

Baby turtles make their way to 
the sea | Neil Osborne

http://info.seethewild.org/billion-baby-turtles
http://info.seethewild.org/billion-baby-turtles
http://www.billionbabyturtles.org
http://info.seethewild.org/billion-baby-turtles
http://info.seethewild.org/billion-baby-turtles


SEE You Soon
Photo Credit | Hal Brindley

A project of
The Oceanic Society
Based in Beaverton,

Oregon, USA

1-800-215-0378
Mon-Fri,

9am-5pm PST

SEEturtles.org
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